








Y5;St{ 5iX!)iXc( M^P^cfi i^'t,
1 ©84.
DERRY, N . H . :












DERRY, N . H . :




Digitized by tine Internet Arciiive
in 2009 witii funding from
Boston Library Consortium IVIember Libraries
littp://www.arcliive.org/details/annualreportsoft1884derr
SELECTMEN'S REPORT.








Highway Tax, returned by Surveyor
School House Tax in District 1 1
,
Non-resident Highway Tax,











Maintenance of the poor,
Notes and interest,
Derry Depot fire precinct,



















To paid Solon A. Carter, .
COUNTY TAX.
























To paid Derry National Bank, . $2,560 70
" Samuel Nowell, . . 60 00
" F. J. Shepard, Nowell & Brown
trust funds, . . 50 00
, $2,670 JO
DERRY DEPOT FIRE PRECINCT.
To paid town of Peabody, engine,
" Am. Fire Hose Co., hose,
L. H. & W. S. Pillsbury, house
" Hill & Co., express,
" George Wilson, moving house,
"
L. H. & W. S. Pillsbury, repairs,
" T. R. Robie, grading, etc.,
$300
To paid Bishop Bros., ladders,
"
B. F. Pettineill, wrenches, etc.
" James Huntee, straps,
" Joseph R. Clark, painting lad-
ders,
10
To paid Benj. F. Ayer, labor,
Edward Harris, labor,
Caleb A. Colby, team,
" Thos. P. Major, team,
Thos. B. Abbott, labor,
Chas. H. Clement, team,
VV. VV. Poor, labor,
Jasper Chase, labor,
" Chas. F. Parker, labor,
Frederick Smith, labor,
S. M. Noyes, team,
John Stearns, team,




To paid Mrs. Mary L. Clark, school
committee,
Joseph Montgomery, supervisor
James C. Taylor, do.
William W. Poor, do-
do, moderator,
Henry S. Wheeler, selectman, 1882,
Isaac H. Jones, constable,
Edward L. Jones, auditor,
William W. Poor, selectman,
Luther C. Stevens, do.
James F. Coburn, do.
Alfred S. Stowell, school committee,
H. C. Matthews, collector,
F. W. Parker, clerk,
F. J. Shepard, treasurer.
H5
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To paid E. F. Billings, librarian,
"
Jas. C. Taylor, appropriation,









To paid Charles Bartlett, . . $44 35
" Temple & Farrington, . 4 07
'* W. W. Poor, postage and stationery, i 84
GRAVE-YARD.




Fo paid Geo. W. Dickey, wood,
Walter S. Reynolds, labor,
" Edmund Adams, wood,
" Geo, W. Bachelder, janitor,
" Robert Rogers, wood,









To paid Jas. F. Coburn, bounty on
crows, . . $1 oo
" Jas. F. Coburn, expenses to
Peabody, . . 4 oo
D. S. Clark, births and deaths 3 25
" Edmund Adams, crows, . 30
" W. W. Poor, express and tele-
phone, . . 151
" W. W. Poor, expenses on pau-
per claim, liquor cases,
fire engines, etc., . ^7 55
" Luther C. Stevens, crows, . i 40
*' W. W. Poor, crows, . 2 90
" Georoe F. BillinQS, oruide
boards, . . 5 00
" Luther C. Stevens, expenses
to Concord, to collect State
tax, . . 4 00
F. W. Parker, recording births,
deaths and marriages, . ^ 7 50
$294 89
NOWELL FUND.






To amount of notes payable at 4 per
cent, interest,
" interest due March i, 1884,
" loss on Derry Savings' Bank,
" paid outstanding orders of 1879,
" error in order No. 75, 1881,
Cr.
By amount of nbn -collected
taxes, . $1,767 01










Derry, February 25, 1884.
I hereby certify that I have examined the accounts
as presented by the Selectmen, and find them cor-





The suit against the County for the support of
the Corninors, has been decided against the Town,
by a reversal of former decisions by tho.! Supreme
Court. The amount involved was about $i,6oo, and
the costs paid by the Town was $187.92.
The amount realized from the Derry Savings' Bank
is $131.71.
The extra expanses of the year are for
—
Derry Depot Fire Precinct, .
Derry Village do.
Improvement of Birch Street,
Loss in Savin cjs' Bank,
Costs in Corning case,
$3,508 65
The Selectmen recommend an increased appro-
priation for next year.
WILLIAM W. POOR, 1 0/ ,
LUTHER C. STEVENS, V
^f^^^''''''
JAMES F. COBURN, ) ^/^^'^O^-
. ^1,500
21
FREDERICK J. SHEPARD, TREASURER, IN
ACCOUNT WITH TOWN OF DERRY, N. H.
For year 1883-4. Dr.
Cash in treasury, March i, 1883,$1,385 69
Received from selectmen ,money
hired, . . 5,150 00
from savings' bank tax, 2,035 80
from railroad tax,
from literary fund,
from savings' bank book
No. 369,
from do. do. int.,
from savings' bank book
No. 434,
from do. do. int.,
from County pauper
claims,
from County liquor cases,
from S. R. Richardson, .
from dog license, ' .
from peddlers' license,
from billiard table license
from use of derrick,
from use of hall,
from drills sold,
from miscellaneous,
from interest trust funds,
from collection highway
tax, 1 88 1, . 27 69
X "^
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Reed, from collection highway
tax, 1882, . 63 00
from collection tax list,
1882, . . 1,016 44
from collection tax list,
1883, . . 6,251 00
$17,198 49
Cr.
Paid selectmen's orders, 1882, $J2 81
"
do. do. 1883, 14,636 72
Balance cash in treasury, 2,488 96
$17,198 49
TRUST FUNDS.
Mrs. Nowell legacy, . , $500 00
Dr. Brown legacy, . . 500 00
Derry, February 25, 1884.
I hereby certify that I have examined the accounts
of F. J. Shepard, Town Treasurer, above named,
and find them correctly cast, with satisfactory vouch-






Town of Derry, Dr.
To amount of Sylvanus Brown
legacy, . . ^500 00
Amount of interest on same for
1883, • • 25 00
Amount of interest unexpended
in 1882, . . 15 48
$540 48
Cr.
By amount of legacy, , . $500 00
" amount paid for picking stone, 18 50
" balance unexpended, . 21 98
$340 48
Town of Derry, Dr.
lb amount of Pamelia Nowell
legacy, . . $500 00
Amount of interest on same in
1883, . . 25 00
Amount of interest unexpended
March i, 1883, .11755
$642 55
Cr.
By amount of legacy, . . $500 00
" amount expended in grave-
yard, . . 10 00




To the Trtistees of the Taylor Library :
Since the re-opening of the Library, March 3,
1883, books have been dehvered on 97 days.









Average number per day,
Whole number cards issued,
Number cards issued during yea
Number books added.
Number books donated.
Whole number of books,
Number books missing.






Amount paid Treasurer, . . $12 15
Four volumes of magazines have been purchased
during the year, and paid for with funds in the
library; these, with 16 books badly worn, are laid
aside for re-binding.
Respectfully submitted.
E. F. BILLINGS, Librarian.
$26
^wdw 0P gcpooit CeMMI'PTEE.
The education of the masses is at the foundation
of a Republic. This fact invests our common schools
with no ordinary dignity. The sympathies of every
patriot should be enlisted in their behalf. Every
effort expended in increasing their efficiency will
yield a large per cent, upon the capital invested.
The schools of Derry have had a year of great pros-
perity. Some have reached a very high degree of
efficiency, while all have done good work. It is
needless to particularize upon the special excellen-
cies of teachers or schools. The past is gone. Its
record is complete. Its successes or reverses are
sufficiently obvious to those most interested. More
opportune at the present time are those suggestions
which shall point to still greater efficiency in the
future.
MONEY.
A glaring deficiency in the school system of
Derry is the lack of money. Twenty-four weeks
of schooling for the year ought to be the mini-
mum
;
yet only three school's have reached this
point. No. 2, leads with thirty-two weeks ; No.
4, follows with twenty-seven ; next No. i, with
twenty-five. On the other hand, No. 5, with
25 enrolled scholars, had only fifteen weeks ;
27 •
No. 6, with 2 1 enrolled, and where the very best
work was done, had only fourteen weeks ; and No.
12, with 14 enrolled, about the same amount. The
other districts range between. From these facts, it
will be seen that scholars residing- in some districts
have great disadvantages. This lack is not due to the
excessive wages paid the teachers, for these are
placed at a point sufficiently low to satisfy the most
sturdy advocate of economy
;
yet the results attained
under these circumstances, show what might be done
with enlarged facilities. If we are not to have the
Town system, some plans ought to be speedily
adopted for the benefit of some of these out districts.
A little extra expenditure yearly would be a paying
investment. Derry enjoys an enviable reputation for
the advantages she offers for acquiring a higher edu-
cation. She ou^ht also to lead in the attention paic^
to her common schools ; but in this she is certainly
behind many other towns.
STUDIES.
A table, showing the relative attention given to the
different branches of study in our schools, has been
appended to this report, and may be studied with
profit. But little attention is paid to the higher
branches, because the Academy takes most of the
older scholars as soon as they are prepared to take
them up. The school having the widest range of
studies (No. 7), is the one most distant from the ad-
vantages of that institution.
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It will be noticed by the table, that only three
scholars have taken up Physiolcgy during the year.
This study will be required by law in all the schools
in future, with special reference to the effects of
alcoholic drinks and narcotics upon the system. A
little reflection will convince all of the wisdom of this
provision. "An ounce of prevention is worth a
pound of cure." The use of intoxicating drinks an-
nually costs the State a vast sum in the punishment
and suppression of crime and the relief of want,
which are the direct results of this vice. All tax-
payers will hail with joy whatever tends to mitigate
this evil. The instruction of the youth is certainly a
form of temperance work that promises great results.
It is hoped that the new^ law will be faithfully
carried out in Derry.
Swinton's new Language Lessons have been intro-
duced into the schools the past year, hoping that a
new impetus might be given to this branch of study,
and its practical application made more obvious.
Only about one-seventh of all the scholars were found
studying this important subject.
It is hoped that parents will co-operate with teach-
ers in securing attention on the part of all scholars
to the branches required by law, as soon as they are
of suitable age and attainments to take them up. It
is difficult to see why any should object to this re-
quirement, and yet occasionally trouble arises on this
point. This ought not to be.
29
ATTENDANCE.
A Roll of Honor accompanies this report, and it is
hoped that its appearance will stimulate all scholars
to greater punctuality in attendance. This is essen-
tial to the highest efficiency of a school. During the
summer term District No. 3 suffered somewhat from
sickness among the scholars. No. 1 1 suffered se-
verely from the same cause" throughout the entire
year. Two interesting little scholars in this school
fell victims to the dreaded scourge, diphtheria,
—
May I. Parshley and Rosa B. Aiken. Happily, its
ravages were stayed before finding other victims.
VISITS.
It is gratifying to notice the interest manifested in
many of our schools, by the visits of parents and
friends. These cannot fail to result in good. Fre-
quent visits during the term, as well as upon exami-
nation days, prove an incentive to greater fidelity on
the part of both teachers and scholars, and give to
parents a far better knowledge of the true state of
affairs at school than idle rumors could ever furnish.
Your committee is grateful for the courtesies ex-
tended to him, and gives to both teachers and schol-
ars, with all of whom he has had a pleasant acquaint-






Names of scholars not absent or tardy during the
entire school year :
—
No. I.









Arthur B. Williams, Martha J. Hemphill,
Mary A. Sutton, Eva Sutton.
No. 12.
Anna Rogers, Katie A. Hill,
Milton J. Hill.




Mabel C. Morrison, Alice M. Pressey,
Gertie M. Shattuck, Oracle V. Senter,
Nettie C. Burbank.
No. 2.
Maria B. Prescott, Lydia J. Smart,
Georcre W. Underhill,
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Ellen A. Morrison, Efiie J. Morrison,
Mertie B. Senter, Emily M. Ela,
Katie A. Hill, Arthur H. Hill,
Ernest L, Reynolds.
No. 2.
Alice B. Poor, Carrie E. Reed,
Alice L. Owens, Fred. W. Poor,
Harry Goodwin, Albert E. Shute,
Alfred R. Tewksbury.
No. 3.
Harry W. Clark, Ida A. Parshley,
Mary V. Parshley, Frank D. Parshley,
Alvin E. Parshley, Hattie L. Hayes,
James P. Clark.
No. 4.
Mary Bean, Abbie F. Bean,
M. Hattie Day, J. Wallie Day,





Rosella Spollett, Cornelius J. Canty.
32
No. 7.
Annie G. Bodwell, Mary A. Chase,
Annie E. Chase, NelHe Chase,
Bertie L. Davidson, Mertle Davidson,
WilHe E. Tabor, Cora E. Newell,
Bertie H. Kimball.
No. 9.
Annie B. Morse, Oliver H. Hepworth,
Herbert McKenney.
No. 12.


















HAS A LARGE AND VARIED ASSORTMENT OF
SCHOOL BOOKS^
And everything kept in a well appointed Book Store.









The best paper for the money in the State, is
published at this office.
CHARLES BARTLETT,
Derrv, - - N. H.
